ANNO 2009

Mine of St. Barbara

Shafts of Huda jama (“Wicked pit”) near Lasko — the graveyard

Zasavske Mountains stretch north of the river Sava forming a quadrant between places
Zagorja — Trbovlje — Hrastnik — Lasko extending up to the slopes near Celje. The
Anthology “Tudi mi smo umrli za domovino” (Translation: “We died here for our homeland”)
had been published in the year 2000. Its translation in Italian has the title “Anche noi siano
mort per la Patria”. The Anthology describes the graveyards found in the area of this
guadrant and resulted as the upshot of the 2nd World War. The Anthology states a total of
29 graveyards that had been found in this area up to now.

All the graveyards had been hidden that is they were covered with the earth or other
materials and young forests planted afterwards. The following locations are listed in the
Anthology: three graveyards in Podmeja forest (River Maria), a graveyard under the
mountain Jelenca, a graveyard behind the chapel above Stari Hrastnik, a graveyard in an
abandoned mine at Novi Dol, a few other ones in Rajska Dolina and on Marnem, a
graveyard at the bridge to Hrastnik beside the river Sava, a graveyard behind the
monument “Flosarjem” and one at “De elakov graben” next to the river Sava (German
soldiers were killed here), the graveyard “Klembesov kamenolom* (Klembes’ stone mine)
and one behind the lime factory at Zidani Most (the first crematory in Slovenia), several
more graveyards like the one at “RoSev kamenolom” (RoSev’s mine), Visoko, Galetove
and Spicberg, above the village Prapretno and one behind its chapel, “Rudniski
kamenolom* (a stone mine) behind the church of St. Valentine, “Zelena jama“ (Green pit)
and a graveyard at Sajn Ani, another four graveyards in the canyon Boben along the brook
and the graveyard in the St. Barbara’s mine shaft at the Huda Jama (Wicked pit) near
Lasko.

One estimates that there were buried some 40.000 to 42.000 victims in the above
mentioned graveyards. Out of this number there are about 30.000 Croatian fugitives who
were in the procession that started at Zidani Most and stopped at the blockade near the
KoSnjice hamlet short of the town Celje. The fugitives moved mostly on their horse-drawn
carts or just walked by them. The partisans took all the carts and horses away from the
fugitives and after that all of them were killed in due course.

Nobody had survived this cruel massacre after all.
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The large part of several thousands of these Croatian fugitives congregated on the
meadows above Brnice (near Hrastnik). The killing of these people started on May 13,
1945. They were led of in groups of some 500 or more towards the “Pustovem kozolcu” (a
barn) at Brnica hamlet. At this place any of the groups had to lay aside all their belongings
and had to take of their cloths. The almost naked persons were lined up and tied with wire
to be led into a nearby forest some 800m far where the killing took place. Executioners
dropped corpses into several mining pits that still exist now-a-days. One would never know
how many victims had been buried in these mining pits. There are some talks about 4.000
to 5.000 Slovenian Domobrans who were killed here also. The “SOCIETY FOR THE
UPKEEP OF UNKNOWN GRAVEYARDS” had erected the cross and renewed the chapel
there. Behind of the later some 100m away are located these graveyards.

The State’s Commission reopened the mine of St. Barbara recently but closed it again.

The Society for the Upkeep of Unknown Graveyards had erected the chapel at the mine of
St. Barbara in 1997 in memory of the victims. Most of the victims in the mine of St.
Barbara’s galleries and shafts are Croatians — old men and woman and children. The
killings started on May 14 and ended by 19 and 20 May, 1945. The elderly male and
female peoples and children had been carted on mining wagons whereas other victims just
had to walk into the mine. The victims had been killed by henchmen’s hands or probably
by using mining rappers or they were just pushed alive into deep shafts.

Shooting was not possible at the short range of the mine shatfts.

Franc Perme’s epitaph written on the chapel left side reads in translation: ,In the shaft of
St. Barbara’s mine battalions were slain and rotted in lots alive in the darkness of the
depth.” Everything is said with these words.

When the shaft was full the killing continued outside of the mine. The victims were loaded
on motor trucks by German POWSs. It is still unknown where these victims had been
transported unknown places to be buried there.

On the right side of the chapel are written the words in translation: “We erected this chapel
in the memory of Slovenians, Croatians and Germans who rest in this mine and it's
surrounding as well as to all the killed removed to unknown places. These victims were
killed in months of May, June and July 1945. They were slain by the Authority in the name
of the categorical hatred by infringing all God’s and human’s avowals.” The text signed
Franc Perme.

About 600 Slovenian Domobrans and several imprisoned civilians in Teharje and Celje
also had been slaughtered in St. Barbara’s mine at the end of that murderous period. Then
the Authority constructed two partition walls and compacted earth fill into the gap between
these two walls thus closing the mine gallery firmly. Recently the Slovenian State
Commission reopened the gallery and removed the partition walls. The now open
horizontal gallery offered an extremely frightening view of the skeletons lain there. The
Commission suspects that these last victims were still alive when the gallery had been
closed. One knows that in this mine there are four vertical shafts filled up with human
skeletons.

The Commission found these skeletons when investigating the first of shafts. The news
media announced instantly that corpses belong to German SS-soldiers, UstaSas and
Slovenian Domobrans (Home guard). One had estimated that there might be some
thousand or even more of skeletons therein. After the inspection of the first vertical shaft
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that has a size of 6,5 x 6,5m the Commission established that there are some 200
skeletons per meter of shaft depth where as this shaft had a depth of 45m. The second
shaft is smaller but was not investigated yet. Recently the Commission stopped further
investigation.

There are rumors that one found children’s skulls in the second shaft. This could have
been a warning to the Commission that it would be difficult to state that the corpses
belonged to soldiers only. The public opinion and the world news media would not accept
such a story after all then. It is not known whether the Commission would continue its
investigation after all. Only the time would show it!

Besides other facts the Anthology “We died here for our homeland” states that in the mine
“Huda jama” (“Wicked pit”) had been buried some twelve thousands victims most of whom
are old men, women and children, some thousand German soldiers and four thousands of
Croat and Slovenian soldiers. Provided that the investigatory work would continue by
opening the other shafts one would be able to evaluate the reasonable number of victims
buried in the gallery and shafts of St. Barbara’'s mine. For the time being one should
anticipate the number of 12.000 victims that is mentioned in the Anthology.

The chapel to these victims remains as the reminiscence to Abel and the warning to Cain
as there would not be put up any other memorial to the buried people here.

In Ljubljana, November 2, 2009 Signed: Franc Perme

Remark about the translation into English:

The above English text had to be adapted to certain extend but follows exactly the sense
of Franc Perme’s original text in Slovenian and its translation in Croatian.



Rudnik sv. Barbare rov u Hudoj jami (kod Laskog) —grobiste

Zasavske gore se prote u sjeverno od rijeke Sakeadratu od Zagorja, Trbovlja,
Hrastnika, LaSkog pa sve do celjske padine. U ZkarpiTudi mi smo umrli za domovina koji je
preveden iz slovenskog na talijanski jezik pod wazi ,Anche noi siano mort per la Patreid,
izdana 2000.g. gdje su opisana grobiSta nastalggpdrigog rata za to podrje. Popisano je 29
grobista.
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Barbarin rov 07-09-1997.9. (te godine postavljekapela Sv.Barbard)
Da, ovako izgleda spomenik komunig&ih krvosesa !
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Grobista su bila sakrivena i prekrivena zemljorugim materijalom, zas&na Sumom a
poznate su nam ove lokacije: 3 grobiSta u Sumi RpaiiMarija reka), grobiste ispod brda Jelenca,
grobiste iza kapele iznad Starog Hrastnika, grelmsipusteni rudnik u Novom Dolu, grobiSte u
Rajskoj dolini, Grobiste na Marnem, grobiSte poBae kod mosta u Hrastniku, grobiste iza
spomenika Elosarjent’, grobiSte ,De elakov grabefi uz Savu (tu su pobijeni njemla vojnici),
grobiste Klembesov kamenolofgrobiSte iza tvornice vapna u Zidanem mostyéthio prvi
krematorij na slovenskom tlu), grobisteqgSev kamenoloff) grobiste na Visokem, Galetovem i
Spicbergu, grobiste iznad sela Prapretno, groatkapele u zaselku Prapretno, grobiste
,Rudniski kamenolortiiza crkve Sv. Valentina, grobist&elena jamd, grobiste u Sajn Ani, 4
grobista u kanjonu Boben uz potok te grobisSte rki@viete Barbare rov u Hudi jami kod Laskog.

U nabrojanim grobiStima prema nasim ocjenama ima 48 hiljade rtava, meu njima oko
30 hiljada hrvatskih izbjeglica iz kolone od Zidgnmosta do blokade kod zaselka Ko3Snjice malo
prije Celja. Izbjeglika kolona civila kretala se na vozovima upregnatajikna i pjesice. Vozila i
konje su partizani uzeli a sve ljudi su pobili.

Nitko nije pre ivio taj masovni pokolj.

ST __ S Sl
Huda jama Barbarin rov 12-05-2006.9.

Veliki dio hrvatskih izbjeglica je bio na livadimad Brnice (kod Hrastnika) gdje je bilo
nekoliko hiljada ljudi. Te ljudi pceli su ubijati 13. svibnja. Vodili su ih po grupama 500 ili viSe
prema Pustovem kozolcu(Skednju) u zaselku Brnica. Tu su morali odlostvari i skinuti se.
Vodili su ih u Sumu na brdu udaljeno oko 800m, galjeh sve pobili i bacali u rudarske jame, koje
se joS danas mogu vidjeti. Koliko je rtava u tiodarskim jamama ne se nikada saznati. Govori
se da bi moglo biti 4-5 hiljada slovenskih domolarahe ljudi su kod Rustovog kozolcasve
skinuli i vezali ih. Drustvo je postavilo kri i aipvilo kapelu. GrobiSta su oko 100m iza kapele.



Brnica, ,Pustov kozoleft:12-10-200.g. (gore u brdu Jelenca viSe Sahtovéaigta)

Rudnik Sv. Barbare rov, koji je bio otvoren za keijui opet je zatvoren.

Kapelu tim rtvama Prustvo za ureditev zamahnih groboV postavilo je 1997.g. U tim
rudarskim rovovima — Sahtovima, je najviSe Hrvai@astaraca, enai djece. Raak ubijanja je bio
14. svibnja a zavrsSio je 19-20. svibnja. Starijgij ene i djecu dovozili su ih u rudarskih
vagonetima, dok su drugi dolazili pjeSice do rudnildbijali su ih rukama i bacali ih u duboki Saht,
sumnja se, da su ih ubijali rudarskim kladivonsuiih ive bacali u Saht.

Strijeljanje u rudniku je bilo nemoge.

Hrastnplazkliziéte grobista u Hrastnik, 27-@93.g. pdni dio Brnie)
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Marno u pozadini panorama planine Jelenca, 12-D3-20 (rudarki ahtovi sa rtvama)

Istlnajedrukua posI|Je19420vdJe su mnogl pOS|IJeSlmb0|I ne* godisnjice zatvaranja rudnika
odradili itavi radni vijek za svoju rudarsku mirovinue-nisu smjeli znati Sto se krije iza pregrade



U kapeli na lijevoj strani piSe (prijevod!) t,5aht Sv. Barbare rov padali su bataljuni i ivi
trunuli na kupu u dubini tamé. Franc Perme. Sa tim rijgna izre eno sve.

Kada je Saht bio napunjen ljudi su ubijali vapired rudnika. rtve su na kamione nalagali
njemacki ratni zarobljenici, kuda su odvozili te rtvejse ne zna.
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Huda jama i g. Perme y0joj kapelt Sv. Bar

U kapelici na desnoj strani piSerijevod): ,,Ovu kapelu postavili smo u spomen
Slovencem, Hrvatom i Nijemcem, koji le e u rudnikiokolici te rtvama odvezenim u nepoznatu.
Poubijani su bili u maju, junu i juliju 1945.9. Pobijala ih je vlast u duhu klasne mr nje, koja je
prezirala sve Bo je i ljudske postaveF. Perme.
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Po zavrSetku ubojstava u rudniku pobili su joS 686 slovenskih domobrana i viSe civila
dovezenih sa Teharja te iz celjskih zatvora. Ru@vkBarbare rov je bio blokiran sa dva pregradna
zidova a izmeu nijih je bilo napunjeno zemljom. Pogled na kosturevu je bio zastrasuju
Komisija sumnja, da su zadnje rtve bile ive zatene u tom jednom rovu. Zna se da ima 4 rova sa
ljudskim kosturima.
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Huda jama Si Sve.i‘f, 31-10-2009.g.



Kod otvaranja rudarskog Sahta komisija je naig&ta te rtve. Mediji su objavljivali, da su
to Njemaki SS vojnici, ustaSe i slovenski domobrani (naginjska). Tih rtava moglo bi biti
hiljadu ili viSe. Kada je komisija doSla giwvog okomitog Sahta veliine 6,5 x 6,5 m, ustvrdila je,
da na visini jednog metra ima oko 200 rtava, dok ¢ taj Saht dubine 45 m Drugi Saht je manji i
jo$ nije otvoren. Komisija je sa radovima prekinula

Govori se, da su u tom Sahtu dosli do fijelubanja, Sto im je bilo upozorenje, da se pred
javnoSu i pred svijetom tesko obraniti prijasSnjim tvrdmja, da je tu bila pobijena samo vojska.
Dali e komisije nastaviti radom, t@ vrijeme pokazati.

U Zborniku ,Tudi mi smo umrli za domovind(2000.9.) je zapisano izma ostalog, da
samo u tom rudniku pova oko 12 hiljada rtava i to najvisgarci, ene i djecate oko hiljadu
Njema kih vojnika, 4 hiljada Hrvata i Slovenaca. Ake nastaviti sa radovima na otvaranju i
drugih Sahtova, znae se, koliko je stvarno rtava u rudniku Sv. Bakaovu. Neka za sada ostaje
brojka prema naSem Zborniku 12 hiljada rtava.

Kapela postavljena tim rtvama ostat e svima spomen Abelu i opomena Kajinu jer
drugog spomen obilje ja tu ne e biti.

Ljubljana, 02.11.2009. potpisani:
Franc Perme

Napomena:
- autor rukopisa g.Franc Perme povjerio mi je ovajisaj (meni: Dragutinu Safariu),
da ga prevedem na hrvatski i zajedno sa nekimrslikpredamo javnosti,
- autor je na kraju pisma posebno naglasio, da jg saar aj pripremio za Hrvatski
Domobran iji mjese nik ve godinama prima te im zahvaljuje na njihovoj pa. nji
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Kaenolom u Spodnjoj Rei na putu od Laskog do Hude jme, 1-8-204.9.
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Ova zamolba slovenskodpyustvo za ureditev zamolaih grobov' bila je napisana 1996.g. Tu je
tada bilo zapisano, da jeava u Sahtu 10 — 15 hiljada dok je kapela Sv. Barbarpgla sa neba
davne 1997.g., da bi komunide vlasti 12 godina kasnij@QDKRILE" strasno grobiSte u rudniku.
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Trbovlje -Marija reka -Praprotno -Hrastnik -Brniddarno -Brezno -Huda jama -Rimske toplice
Ovo je karta jednog gospodina iz Hrastnikggg su oca muli i na kraju ubili u Trbovlju

Isje ak iz karte grobiSta u Sloveniji prikazanom nariakéivnom atlasu kartirano 1997.g.

13



